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Abstract

Background
In December 1988, the city of Gyumrii, Armenia was devastated by a major earthquake which measured 7.1 on the Richter scale. This earthquake affected the entire northwestern sector of Armenia.
1 Gyumrii previously had been the cultural capital of Armenia hosting the National Symphony, Opera, and several important art and historical museums. The earthquake lasted for less than one minute, but destroyed the city's infrastructure and killed more than half of the population. No building over three stories tall was left standing. Hospitals, clinics, factories, government offices, and housing were reduced to rubble. Spitak and other prominent, though smaller, towns in the 100 kilometer radius of the epicenter also were destroyed. Many of the medical personnel living and working in Gyumrii and the surrounding countryside were killed or severely injured, and nearly all of the medical facilities were destroyed. It is difficult to imagine the extent of the chaos in the city during the immediate impact and post-impact phases of the earthquake.
The first disaster responders were, as is typical in any disaster, local personnel who came from unaffected areas of the country, especially the capital, Yerevan. The next wave of response came from what was then the Soviet Union, with relief workers and supplies arriving by airplane, road, and train from Russia and several of the other adjoining republics. In the weeks that followed the earthquake, most of the international relief agencies in the world responded to Armenia with supplies, medicine, durable medical equipment, and medical personnel. The international response
